Hamstel Junior School

Headteacher: Mrs C. Farrell

Tuesday 27" February 2024

Year 5 Transition to Secondary School

Dear Parent/Carer,

The time is fast approaching when parents and carers of children in year 5 will need to start thinking about
the next step in their education — the move to secondary school.

Secondary School Applications

The Transition area on our school website includes useful links to help you explore the secondary school
options available locally. We recommend that you visit as many secondary schools as possible and attend
their open days to find out more about what they offer. Parents will be able to apply for a secondary school
place between 1%t September and 315t October.

11+

CSSE (The Consortium of Selective Schools in Essex) has its own website for parents considering a
selective school for their child. Notes on the 11+ process also appear at the end of this letter.

11+ Familiarisation Sessions

This year, we will be continuing our face-to-face familiarisation sessions after school. Please note — these
are familiarisation sessions and not extra lessons. As places in these sessions are limited, we are offering
those children who are interested in joining the sessions an opportunity to sit a past paper over the next
couple of weeks. We will then send you the results together with an offer of a place at the familiarisation
sessions should your child score highly enough to be in with a chance of passing the 11+ test.
English sessions will run every Tuesday for 5 weeks, starting on Tuesday 16" April whilst the maths
sessions will run every Thursday for 5 weeks starting on Thursday 6" June.

We are also offering a set of 3 workbooks at a reduced price £13.50 to support any familiarisation work
your child does at home. Once ordered, we will then ask for payment via ParentPay.

To register an interest in the familiarisation sessions and / or place an order for these books, please
complete the online form by midday on Wednesday 6" March.

In early September we will also run a mock 11+ test to familiarise the children with the timings and
conditions they will face when sitting the 11+. The test will not be marked but we will spend a couple of
sessions going through the answers.

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher in the first instance.
Yours sincerely

Mr T Goddard

Assistant Headteacher
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https://www.hamsteljuniors.co.uk/transition
https://csse.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=itiMSBXflk2j9Bz-n-ErIziwzKQLy-VNjpQARwY9IR9URENHNFM5OFVGRkhPSElXRVBMNVJEUEs5RS4u

Year 5 11+ Notes

These notes are designed to support the information available from CSSE.

What is the 11+?
The 11+ is a series of tests sat by children to gain a place in year 7 at several local schools. The
purpose of the 11+ test is to select the children who have the potential to thrive in an environment
which provides a highly academic curriculum and a range of challenging pursuits.

* English Test

* 60 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time

* 60 marks
* Maths Test C S S I :

° 60 mlnuteS TheC um of Selective Schools in Fssex

* 60 marks
* Weighted 50% each
Age standardised No verbal reasoning Tests are deliberately hard

The 2015-2020 papers are available to download from the CSSE website: https://csse.org.uk/practice-
material/ . Please take time to look through these before showing them to your child.

Is a place at one of these schools the right choice for my child?
Does your child have the following qualities?

e A curiosity and enjoyment of learning and problem solving

e Perseverance and the ability to complete challenging tasks

¢ Understanding of all concepts taught at primary school

e Enjoyment of a wide range of literature and/or non-fiction texts

e Creativity in sustained writing

e Ability to make connections between various areas of knowledge
e Good memory

e Imagination and original ideas

e Ability to work at pace and assimilate information quickly

Headteachers of CSSE Schools believe that children should also:
e Have a sound understanding of the National Curriculum in maths and English (secure)
e Be familiar with reading and responding to texts which require a reading age of greater than 11
e Understand the rudiments of spelling, grammar and punctuation

To tutor or not to tutor?
Whilst it is advisable for children to spend a few hours familiarising themselves with the style of
responses required in the papers, this can be done at home, using materials that are available.
Headteachers at the CSSE schools share a concern that extensive coaching for the 11+ is
inappropriate, ultimately counterproductive and may jeopardise a child’s ability to cope with the
demands of a highly academic curriculum.


https://csse.org.uk/practice-material/
https://csse.org.uk/practice-material/

Important dates (please see CSSE website for any changes)
«  From 14" May 2024— CSSE registration opens
+ Friday 28™ June — Deadline to register for the 11+
+ 21% September 2024 (Saturday) — 11+ test day
* Mid October — results sent out

Preparation

e Activities that make the pupils comfortable with the experience of a challenging paper

Feeling

e Activities that help develop relevant methods

eRepeat: further, faster, harder!

Reading — Project Gutenberg — free classic texts
Vocabulary — Word Dynamo App and Vocabulary.com
Maths — Centre for Innovation in Mathematical Teaching (CIMT) — Book 7

Any questions?

Either contact Mr Goddard through the school office or the CSSE directly on 01245 348257 or check on
their website.


https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.vocabulary.com/
https://www.cimt.org.uk/projects/mepres/book7/book7.htm
https://csse.org.uk/

