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Making Music Accessible for All

At Hamstel Junior School, we believe every child should have the opportunity to experience the
joy of music—regardless of background or circumstance. Our Glee Singing Club is a shining
example of this ethos in action.

#- A Night to Remember

Event: Southend Makes Music 2025

Venue: The Palace Theatre

Participants: 45 pupils from years 5 and 6

Performance Date: 14th March 2025

For the second consecutive year, our Glee Singing Club took to the stage at the Palace Theatre,
performing three dynamic songs—Titanium, True Colours, and Any Way You Want It—
complete with harmonies, choreography, and sign language. This marked a significant
progression from last year’s performance, showcasing the children’s growing confidence

and musicality.

A Rehearsals and Preparation

Rehearsals began in October, with students trialling a variety of songs before selecting their
favourites. The children played a central role in shaping the performance, choosing songs,
deciding on vocal parts, and contributing staging ideas. This collaborative approach gave the
children a strong sense of ownership and pride.

@ Impact and Outcomes
The performance had a profound impact on both pupils and staff:
¢ Increased Confidence: Many children overcame nerves to perform on stage for the first

time.

e Inclusivity: 25% of participants were SEND pupils, all of whom thrived in the inclusive
environment.

e Staff Morale: The event boosted staff wellbeing, with many attending to support the
children.

¢ Ongoing Engagement: Inspired by their success, children have since requested to
perform in school assemblies—some even solo!
“I was so nervous I felt | would not be able to do it, but I did and it felt great.” - Darcy T
“I could not stop smiling when [ was on stage, and felt everyone was cheering me on!”
- Charlotte L

b What We Learned
What worked well:
e Letting children help choose songs and staging ideas increased engagement.
e Incorporating movement and sign language made the performance more dynamic and
inclusive.
What we’ll improve next time:
e Introduce more complex vocal arrangements and percussion.
e Explore a wider range of musical genres beyond pop and R&B.

@ Looking Ahead

The success of this year’s performance has further raised the profile of Glee Club at Hamstel.
With more children eager to join and perform, we're excited to continue growing this inclusive,
empowering musical community.
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